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greater part of the country the Slav princes were con-
verted through the influence of their wives, who were
soon won over to the Christian religion. They broke
their idols and forced their subjects to become Chris-
tians ; in Poland, those who ate meat in Lent had their
teeth drawn. In these countries the inhabitants re-
mained Slavs, their national chief took the title of
duke or king,1 and was recognized as a vassal of the
emperor. The greater number of these people were
not zealots. When the Spaniard, Saint Bernard, seek-
ing martyrdom, came into Pomerania and broke their
sacred idols, the pagans were content to beat him;
then, as he continued preaching, they put him in a
boat and set-him adrift on the Oder river, saying:
"If you are so anxious to preach, go talk to the fish
and the birds."

Some of the people in the North, on the contrary,
showed themselves quite restive; the Obotrites massa-
cred a king who wanfed to convert them (1066).
Later the Livonians, when the German knights had
by force baptized them, on the departure of the army
hastened to throw themselves into the Dwana to wash
. away the baptism.' The Germans waged a war of
extermination against them. The Margraves of the
frontier conquered the country of the Wends (which
is called Brandenburg); the knights of the Teutonic
Order conquered Prussia; the knights of Porte-Glaive,
Livonia and'Esthonia. They burned the villages, mas-

1 King in Bohemia, and in Poland, Margrave in Moravia, duke
in Silesia, Mecklenburg, Pomerania, Lithuania. It was t the
same with the Hungarians, a barbarous people of Finnish origin*
They were Christianized and their chief became King of Hun*
gary.